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CHATTER mn n mproealon. whero  he
The leland With a Myrctery would be pirotty woll hidden, and Wil
He eald pesitively o Banle Ax, We Hston serpmbled down the ateep In
'l'f'l}ll:\ hucks4in oo tatiy, (! thes elne alone ien foothold or hand
would ride to tho summit of this one holil was :---. I 3 :“.;‘..W.']-:v IE:'I' him
blul, and that It =houll he the Inst, g% ] -J 61 e ”r[l r'";.'.
But he had sald the somg thing many Ll BERLELIBAIS TRV
times sinoe at:iking 1Ma hareen hill res il b =
gion fManklng both of the elver, | Atrived ar by 1'-; tam, I'F found hin
Hump after hump had boen surmount clothes tori i he 1CH bleeding,
ad ginee the sound «f Tlie fret prom. | Dut thul ithing: With grim de
fso had tlckled the enre of the tired |tOrmination he wiade his was ';nr--um.-
A FAVIRE NF tritell across (he san
broncho, humps 4s @like as the (wo |”" l':“'r', . ‘I _n,. e Baag
Kompas of a DBactrian camel, the monot. | trad iy r|| . ‘T‘;'. : J]:I.I”. "f‘ —1:{.I
onous eontinuity of whtoh mwight very | dnnie e "'I' S ISR R
wall have eonfit=d the mind of one |MMURL 0l 1 ALy ]'""'_“*" gand warg
lesg at homo on 1l ranges than | fro wed ivet. The water had
Ceorge WhHliston, FEven he, riding I.l.i
blind trafl simce sunup, eltting his |

adifercoce hora
he o think it
weore deacribiog &

gnddle with n ooy
ol heat and tinne
might bo that

Tan

cirele and the sun was playing them
ntrange tricks S0l he urged hin pony
t one more oMot fust @0 much
forther and thev would retrace thelr
stopy, giving up for this day at jeast
the loanting of 4 =mall bunch of cat-
tle, branded @ 1 5. misging these
thiree days.

Had notl tntowaridl circuomatagnces
fntorvenad, he misht atfl] Lave gone
blindly on; far, Ia i The gam-
bling fover that wie on him, he conld
Il afford to lose the ten or twelve
' romewhore wandering the widoe

»ar huddled & nnn fir placa,
thera ta abide the tie whien a daring
vustlor might convenientiy play At
wltchern wWith e brand or others
wige dispose of them with profit 1o
himealf and with credit to bz eraft.
Moreover, what might possilily never
have heen misged from the vas heords
of Langford, his nelghbor of the plains
conuntry, wns of moest perions impert
to Willlaston

"Devil take vou, Battle Ax, bul
you're dlow muttered Williston., *1°d
Elve a gaord deal 1o sit down a mine
ute to some o ny Htle glrl's flan
jaucks and ecoffec lint pothing for us,
1azy-bones, till wmidnlg -ar morning,
more Hkoly. Do walk up nz {f you had
gome itle giandine In ths world of
cow ponies You hsvou't, of a soroty,
but you mieht muke an effort. All
things arc poesiole to him who fries,

you know, whisl i o
of course. Pat porh
ply ta poor dovils
*has beeus.’ 1o

Thare wore no more hills. Almost
direetdv nt hin feot wad one of thosa
pracipitons catavways that charaetler-
{ive the bordoer hlufts of the Missourl
river. A few more In the dark.
and horse and rider wonld have plan-

rmendois e,
It doesn’t ape
us who are
Ant"

ina
Ithe
are,

1LY

ed over a shwer wall of nearly
faet. As 1t war, Willlston cave a gasp
of Invoinniig Nire vhidh
simaltaneon BNy Wit ome o
wonder aug o ! 1 wi
giruek 1he. river at P
new to him 1t we Le s oW
whater, and ) river, ‘n 1 1 of TR
phases maad o! fulls irg
Eleaned vi } 1t
fer Qt r.‘" FOLT It H MaKIinyg n ¥ I‘..!
hipghway tn ! Iwelline-plaece ol
Phoebius e e il of this
'[ld kKline highrond Ia what would
buve been an d=iand in hieh waler,
l.& el W L | W I. ,'-. :".!: “”T'
tanwnalds, Now a lang steotel of sand
roached boaween gl and siand

Dismiounting the gu'elk thonght
that yonrier teiund mizhit hold the se
aret of lis | s He Dt ong
clogse to the S reil,  The
ottt was aheor and tawas utirely da.
volidl of sh Toey. Wy P vil rh
one might hazard 4 descent. The s
bed bognn tminn dint we the fr
tho vallns I though one
maniseed I the battom, one
would hardiv u k 1 leceltiul
epands, eveg uftlng, [ und treach-
erous, Bailled, hi« a un the polnt of
remonntitis 1o retrace his atops when
be dropped hig fro i the stirrap
samized. We=s the dav of miracles not
yet pazsed?

It was the ®ruu, of eoursi Twelve
bBours of sun iu tl eyed eanld play
pLrange ir and miglit even cause
8 danclue black sreck 10 ussume the
samblance of 4 mnun on horseback,
picking his way caclis, though may-

bap a bit wu
yend. Ha s
the vary howels
pMue? Many u
e glhostly fgure
wicked cutnway

ri nergsa the waste of
have anrung from
the Hul. Whenee
ond and above
frownad the tawny,

Path for neliher

nee 1o
nf

rod bes

horse nor man appoarad o far as eye
gould reach, It moest be the gun. But
It was not the

Motlenless, Intent, a flrure east in
bronge as the sun went down, the lean
ranchman gared  wtosdiastly down
upon the minature man and horse
creeping along o far helow, Not un
til the object of Lis fixed gaze had
been swallowed by the trees and un-
derbrush aid lils muscles relax. This

man hid ridden as i unafrald.
“What man has dooe, man can do"
ran swiftly through Williston's brain,
&nd with 30 ldea of abundoning his
pearch untll he had probod the mys-
tery, he mounted and rode porthward,
closely examinin® the edge of the
precipiee as he went along for any
videnece of n posgible descent, Pros.
ently he came upon 4 oross ravine, de-
vyold of shrubibes KLeen for o
horse, hut presenting fitilitias for
& maa, With uporring he fol-
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lowod the crossent weatward “onn
R seattering of gorub oieks bepau to
appear, and sumach aircady streaked
with crimson. A little farther and the
troes began to show spiral wreailis of
woodbine and wild grape, Yet a little
farther, and doubtless there would be
outlet for horso ay well ns mun,

But Willilston was growing Impa-
tlent. Hesldes, the Lhought came to
him that he had best not risk his

buckskin to the unknown dangers of
an untried trall, What if be should go
lame? Accordingly Lo wus left bohind

Turned and Faced Scuarsly the Spot
Which Held the Watehing Man.
recedod a sufliein *h of time hes
e to make the tht of agulck

an fdle foar & pull of eland
leaped fron ifle barrcl, I
#s hw mere than { ispreted, the
Islind was a rendesvous  for eatile
thivves, n place =urely admirably fit-
ted by nature for such unlawful oper-
ations, the rustler nete aither avor
confident of the fnorges=ihitiiy of thelr
reireat ang ke no lakont, or they
were dnsolently indiferent to expos-
ure. The former premise wos tho
meore kel A light liteeze, horn of
the afterglow, enme ncurryving down
the plver bed, HMere and there, whero
thie gand was fineet and driest, it roge
it little whirlwinds Nno sgound broke
+ gtillness of the summer evenisy
What wns that? Coyates barking
pver vonder aoross the river? That
ulen sound! A mnn's laueh neoness, a
licart-hreaking hellow of paln, WHIH
thn partod ever =o ghtly the 1hick
[ ligge of underbru=l that separated
from th ! 1o fnililar sounds
! penrad within
In the midst of ' zmall earing
an-toude, for scverial sluinps  we
wattered hero and thar two, me
ware ongaked in umropinge and fon
ing 0 red steer, &b all psrential
respecrts to @ f throa or fous
huaddled t it la on {
They were all cholep, ¢ & asima
hut there were Thousands of just g8ue
haigste herdin 0o the ot rinp
He owned o LTS nse hit
was there o mag fuwahe em e count
who did Fhiey wers jmpossibla
f Identillention withont the ald of
olr birar wd it happeted  that
thay word whed as to qumpletaly
bRl v in A ' eforty
t sgiptier the ni vould dis
1 £ OWTL Lhey waors
Hegitimiate pres of e rust
ivrs, he never for one momept doubt-
] Thp situn win fonvingive,
i oof glowinr emhers eonstantly re-
uished aand hept ul white heoa
rved to llehten ap e weird seene
prowing dueky under the furrounding

cattonwooys
Williston thought he
e of the men-

recognized
the one
tiy he dlreoting the prog

in
who seemed
dire of

thir
etle atfadr, whoge wide and dirty hat
rim was so tanslizingly drawa over
| aves—the wolitary rider whose un
expected appearance had so startled
lim & short time before.  Hoth he and
s eompanion were drezsed alter the
rotigh, nondegeript manner of eattle
men Lboth were gay, iaughing and
tulkative, aud seemingly 45 oblivious

tir possible danger as if sngaged in the
mest innocent and legitimate business

A little to the left and standlnpg
tlone was: an odd creatare of most
striking appearance—a large, spotted
utver with long, peeuliar-looking horns
It was qulte linpoasible to mistake such
a posgesgion if it had once been vours
Its right slde was turued full toward

Williston and in the e=ular of the hip
stood out distinetly the ecleanly cau
terized three porgendicular liner that
wera the jdontifving mark of the
Three Bars ranch, one cf thoge same
big, opolant, self-contercd outfits whos:
astonlghingly multiplying sign was be
coming such 4 verftable and prophetl
writing on the wall for Williston and
his ldnd.

Wheo, then, had dared to drive befors
him ao avlmal so branded? The bold
ness of the trapsgressinn and the Inso
lont Indifferenes to the snoruity of at
tendant eonsequences held bim for the
moment breathless, His attention wias
onee more called Woyemenis
of the men. The steers with which
they had bBeen workipg was led away
etill mouning with surprigs and pain,
pnd another bromght forward from
the roserve bunch. The branded hip,
It it was a brand, was turned away
| from Willlston. The bewildered ani-
' mal was cleverly roped and thrown to
| the ground. The muan who wag plain

¢ ly directing the affalr, he of the droop
l lug hat and lazy ghoulders, stepped W

to the

the D L8 Wehd Yk heedth
with tho | v 68 s interest, The
man jree and tonk at {Fom from
the flen 't wa ndenie rodd OF R
wamon and 1 (RELGTE In the N
ot hireniy Bliesil  fron s
:\'u-nm- posttion, thoe plowing  fron
In Wi nd, he flung from
" it o epey awing the flop
tloced with the nleat)
rorrniaite the work he wiad
u 1 faend agquarele that
quiet, Innoeept aking spot  whicu
held the waochine man 1o Its bhrush:
and in the momeon! In which Wil i
drow bastoy bacl, the fear ol dleciov
ery bonting a tatton of coldt ehlils down
his wpine, pecoepitiog of the man cam
to Nim In o elarifying barat of cont
prelionsion,
1Mut the mnn evidently egaw nothing
and suspeetsd nolhiing FHe  cdsnad
glanee was prolabily only o monifosta.
tion of Tde hebitual mteitade of hoine
never oll }I‘- """Il"l! I'l‘ ‘lll:".'l'r"h' |
the prastento stesr with Indiflarones
to any mean!ae that inlght he attached
to the goft guapbinge of twigs caneed
by  Williston's inveluntary drawing
bark {nte the denser thadows
“¥° don't supjwe now, do you, that
ans blnmed, interferin’ off oo 18
a-toafin® round wlore he cughin't to
bo* sald the eceond wan with a
langh
Willigton, mnch relleved, again
peered cantiousty throngh the brash,
| Mo was eonfident a brand was abiout
to be warked over., Heoe must see—
I what there wag to see
“lasy now, hoss' sald the seoond
man with an ofiiclous warning. lle

| which strotehed a

beefy foll

Wil

ICWOEY

was i blg with & heayvy,
bardened faco, i sounded the
deptli= hin bt Talled

place him among his acguaintances o

nl Lo

the cow country

‘Gamble on mn,” retiirned the jead
nr, with roady good nature, “I')] make
it as elean ng a boiled shirt. 1 tuke it
you don't know my reputation, pard
waoll, vou'll learn You're all right,
only a trifin green, that's all”™

With & firm, qulek liand, he began
running the searing lron over the

rieht hip of the anlmal.
finished and the steer

When he had
released, stag.

gered to its feet, Willlston saw the
brand cleatly It wazs J, ., 1P {t had
been worked over apother hrand, it
certalnly was a elear job.  He ecounld
see no indleatious of any old markings
whatsnever,

“Too clean to e wnrked over a
lazy S.” thought Willlston, “but not
over three bark

“There wire ix redde,” sald the

ehief, eurveving the romalning bunch

with a or nye “One must have
wandere: while 1 wng gonge. Get
ot the the brusk ond round him
up, Alee, whila 1 tackle this long
horned gentleman.”

Williston turmed nolgclessly away
from the seene which so soddenly
threatened dunger. oth wen were
fully armed and wenld brook no eaves-
dropping Umnee maore he erossed the
send in eafety and {ound his horse
where he had left him, up the ravioe.
He saulted jnto the vaddle and gal-

loped away Into the qn:!vl night.
CHAPTER Il
“On the Trail”

Williston himself came to the door.
His thin, scholarl co lopkied drawn
and wom in the midday glars 1
tiredness the « toid graphically

of n sleeplesq

In

Tm glad to | fnrd,” he
wnldl, I was gond of yon to come,
Leive ¥ horzse for M he’ll
Elve | ter whe L1 ratled g
n bit

*Yion gy for me, Williston ™" a2ked
the i Tio 14 fnoo wiles
ting thio wol neek of his
HITH R

} et t Wi { of vou to coma
to

! ¢ NOUr | ol foun:
me af 041 Ar ! the redt. Sade
by i 1 Wt in the onw
country i ) a row pouy, ch,

At it mament Mary Williston
onme Iy the opety o doorwiy of the
yade olnim ol #go1 down in the
viry heart of ann-seared plain

Wiy juto heart-chok-

ing disunnecs from syery possible
L point ©of the compas And swent
she wan to laok upon, though tonned
and plowiny from close assoclation
with the ardent gan and riotons wind,
Her suburn bair, more reddlsh on the
endges from sunburn, was fine and
aoft and there wog mueh of it, It

weemed newly brushed aod susplejous:

Iy glogsy., One sees far ou the plains,
and two yeurs out of clvilization are
not cnough to meke & pirl forger the

use of a mirror, even U
broken sliy propped vp on a plne-
board dressing table. She looked
strangely growndup desplte hor ,;1,.,,»|

rough t and badly scufled leath

riding lemgines,

It e but a

it |
)

Langford stared at
her with a startled lonk of mingled
admiration and astooishment, She
came forward and put her hand on
tho mare's bridle, She wes not em-
barrassed in the loast. Dut the color

came into the =strunger's face., He |
swopt hiz wide hat from bis head
guickly.

‘No Indeed, Miss Williston; ¥l

water Sade mysell.”

“Pleage lot me. I'd love 10"

“She's used to it, Langford® said
Williston In his qulet, geotlemanly
volce, the well-bred cadence of which
spoke of a trainlpg far removed from
the harassments wnd harshnesses of
lite In this plalns econntry. You =ae,
she ia the only bav | hava, She must
of neceasity he my chore as well
as my herd boy. In her lelsure mo-
mentik she helds down hor kitehen
elalni; 1 don't know bhew she does |t,
but ghie dois, You liad let her

boy

hetter

do ity she will hold it ugalnst you i
you don't,”

“Hut | eoubdn’t have a woman do-
Ing my proomios for me., Why, the
very ldea

Hea sprung into the saddle.

"It you walted for we to do It"
sald the girl, looking up at him ecu-
riously.

"DMd 1?7 1 didn’t mean to. Yes, |
did, too. But I beg your pardon. You
sne—say, look here; are you the 'little
girl' who left word for me this morn-
lu‘?ll

“Yes. Why not?"

“Well, you see,” smiling, but apolo-
getle. "one of the hoys sald that Wil
listoa'a little girl had ridden over and

pald Nor ibor wanted to fee me a=
soon a8 1 conld enme,

Ho, you see,
thought-—'
i “Dad alwaye ealls me that, so most
1 of the people arannd here du, e, It
| Is very sllly
| “I' don't 1ty o At all, 1 mnly
l wondor wliy T bave not known about
| ‘you before” with p frank smile. "It
!]I"I'I\l hee hganns Pse been away B
| el of the i Ittely Why fldn't
vout walt for me?* he acked suddenly.

F'en miles gort of a ionesomo
rin-—<for a g

I dd w v while” sald Mary,
honestly, * iy didn't #ecrl In ANy
harry. | vxp an didn't cure to be
hored that |ng way with the elly
chatter aof a "Jitie gie)' "

“Well" sotd Langforsd, ruefully, “T'm
ofrabd T did fe] o ntle rolfoved whon
1 founrd You had not walted., | novee
will agaln. 1 dn bew your pardon,” ho
eelled, Tauphin 0V i shoulder
un he galloped away to th Ing.

Whea he returned ther 15 nn one
to  reecive W bt Willlston To
pether thoy or d the liise 1t wak
n =mall roam inte which Langford was
g horod It wus nlgn yvory plaln, It
YaH  more tl that was shabby
An anny chal v twn that has sur
vived the wreekyge of tl house of
Williston had heen Ipped to this
“tnnd of promize, ther with a
fow other nr ‘ . n worn ahso-
jutely Indispencible, The table was
a big shippine w, thonugh Langford
diff not notles that, for It wns neatly
voverad wilh nothentea plumees!
ored folt cloth A ru rocheted out
of parti-eolored rage, a relle ol Mary's

conservative sad theifts grandmother,
gorvid as a earpet for the living room.
A throug Lhe ope Tour into the
next nnis her n diselosed
Himps of ftine on tha flonr
There wat o Boly p venl In L=
castiwas s on the pralrie. As the
onnyg. m } pnrniles tonk in
this new sienlfleanee he door elogadd
snftly The “litie " hnd shut
haraolf in.

The two men sat down at the tahle
It was hat They wetre porspiring
freely. The flies, swierming through
the serennloee dodrwn 01 W 1sn-
crosnhly,

Laeonically Wi f Lig ptory
He wasted no wole telling, In
the presonce of the hewa hilg
snecess mode hls owg iful failnres
Incongruous, h's sor acholar's

nature had shut up Hhe o olam.,
Langlopd’s fa His=
fnons was Lanke w
thrown: his
in, na Iy 1l
Hived much
etrong,
cyes, bhine they
n certaln turn of
distinetlon which 5]
to lher sons H-‘ 1'.'.- big ¥
clad In a blue Oanns hirt
the throat In hig i vion
forgotien Lhe "little 1" e
I¥ g It she had, in
the 10venraold af
How plainly ha eonld e=o o
holy sitnotion—the
porate men perfectly
the litte iziand
from hehind A& coltanwood
havoe with & whon
on that rnpen - str
Nothing hut a surn® s——and o¢id these
inzolent mea fear surprise? They had
Ianzhad 6l the supraestian the mear
nrs aw
did they
it
0l an
needoed

W yOung

] | His hadd

LI

wWian

i}

hlll

10 e

he
©eomij
gt
mugint

hacn
tion.
ua-
éns-
thi

th L]
nf
un
tn sight
conld play
sharill’s pogse
of sand-har,

teeted

Ona 1

4]

agenee of an afitcer af thy
not Ao we T
wWos /& foko, @ gheil cae, tl
nific
in
And my
he

ereaiure=—ni

Eemah copnt

hrang 't
gtoor,” inter
iow | 1 wall i 1oy

Haud 1 ralt ot 1te the

"nmn

wis i y sl 1

“IRY Who o I kb

a—.’\ iga I)"‘ll n

conldi’t =av. but

“Who Could 3 R B2

#Yesse Dlack! T might hove known,
Who =lse buld onough to loat the
Three Dura? It day has come.
Not a balr, nor a hide pot & hoof, not
tallow enough fo {ry a faplack shall
be left on the Three Lars before he
repents his insolonee”

“What will you don?* axked Willis-
ton.

“What will you do?" retorted Lang-
ford.

“17 What ran ) dn?™ in tho vague,
helpless manner of the droamer,

“Hverything"—it you will,” briefly.

Ho snatehied up Wis wide hat

"Where are you goigg?” as
laton, curiously

“To see Dick Gordon Lefore this day

+d Wil-

fa an hour older. Wjll you c¢ome
along?"
"Ye—es"  hesltaringly. “Gordon

hasn't mada much puccess of things
so far, has he?

“llecause you—and men Nk you—
are under the thumb of men ko

l Jogse 14un! rald Lasnglord, curtly.
l‘A! ‘nifd to prach for fenr of antap
| onlzics the pang Afrnld 1o vole
aruinst thes tools of the pattla thisves
| ot fear of nntagoniziag the ganz
| Afrnid to eall yvaour wls iIr nwn
| for fear of antneconiz) the gane. Youar
‘on the fenee' polley didn't work very
wall this time, did 117 You haven't
found your en'tle, Wave v551? The
anpgel must have forsotton, 'Thousht
you ware talnted of Mavpt, oh?
"It I pary far you te talk,” aabl Wik
| Nston, etroply, "It wanld be AlGenlt {f
your hroad and hutter and von Nttle
girl's ne wall depend=d on a serawps
little huuch ke mine”

Maybe," suld Langford, shruggiog
ha choullors  "Dacon’t gaom to have
exempted you, though, does {t? Dt
Ninek is no reepecter of parsons, you
know, Howover, the time has eninn
for Nk Goridon to ehow of what gtuf?
he In made It was for this that |
workaed for hiz eleetian, thowsh 1 con-
feas 1 Hitle thooneht 4t the that
proofs for im wonld  be hed
Trom tmy own hedd Pregont eondl
Wona humiilite mo niterly. Am 1 a
weakling that they shonld exlst? Are

| we all weakilngs?
A faint, appreciative smils pagted
over Williston's faen No, Langiord
adll pot look a weakling, neither had

the professed humiliation lowe
prond head

Langford strade to the door,
he turnad quickly

“Tank here, Williaten, T shall
you anizey, 1 sappose, huat it Las

red hia

Then

10 Lo
in the eattle ecountry, and =y jtile
fellowr baven't shown up vory white
in these deals; yon know that your-
welf”

Wel] 2

"Are you going to atand pat with
ns?"

"It yan miean, 4am [ tolnir to tell
what | know when eatled apon,” ane
swoerad WIillision, with a simple die
nity that i Langfori i with
gudden shame, "I am, The «o nee many
of us ‘little f=Mlows' who would h
been gind 1o stand tup againat tho
rustling sutrages long ago had we re
ceived any backing Thre moral augpe
port of nien of yorr clasas bis not been
what vou mieht edil & sort of ‘on the
epot’ sapport, now, hos iU relapsing
Into a gentle sarcarn AL least, un
tH yon came to the front” he guali
flod.

“You' will nnt b the loser, anil
thera's my hand on §t,” siid Lang-
ford, frankls oz carncslly, ignoring
thie lalter pane the aprech. “The
'ﬂnr‘n Iinzs. novor forgriz a friend

1 may do von holfor R Ara

ugh with them, Willlston, Lut re-
maember, the Three Daras never for
gets.”

Mary Willlston, from lier window,
a5 I8 the war with a mald, watchad
the two horsemen for oany o mils ns
they zalioped aw She followed them
with her oyesd while they slowly he-
came it moving =peeks in the lavel
distance and until they werp altogeth.
op hlotted out, apnd there was no gign
of living thing on the plain that
sirelched betweosy But Paul Long.
ford, as s/ the way with a man, for.
got (hut he had seen a beautiful girl,
and had thrilled to her glance.  Hao
lonked baek not ohee ag he urged his
trustiv little mare on te see Dick
Gordon.

CHAPTER 111
Lo

1t was rainlug when ghe 1oft Wind
City, but the min bad soon been dis
tanerd. Porhape the fudes wag right
when he siald it never rained north
agr wezst of \Wind ity itut the juds
h 1t wanttd hey o 2 N B
ki udze's wife

ol mwinutes, n @ beforn
visterday the judze hall Idyed
dnyv's outing at the 1 vhore
Ity miv doubiles rixe iraund on

i i REIAke 1t {eo1ly
hor that it wa 'y
the 1 tds ]

niose ra

} ventlid nat
apd that the pros
there had merels
courbss in defirouce to har posidon
O toursa ho would b= 2lad ennugh 10
et her, but ot him o3 RO
naarer home, o do withoyr H waa'nt
at &l necessnry for the court seponts
er to hold horsel? o ceadiness to an-
gxor the cali of ansthios ut=ide her
preseribed elreuit dutiez, To be surn
he woull carn a trifle, bat it waz a
wrd trip, a hard country, and she
Lad much bhelter pogty her initial
jourpey tnlo the unhtnovwn until the
regilar ters i ho eonuld
he with her irown hie

minnow 8 b
tukon Iz )
Aud his vacl cise aad luneh box in
the other, and walked out to the road
wagen awaiting hime at the satn, and
g0 ot to his frolic, leaving her to

fight it out for her=elf,

The judge's wifs had not beon
diplomatic, not by any means She
had dwelt long and esrnestly, and uo
douht to a larre extent truly, on the
uncivilized conditlor of their noigh-
hoars up the line; the roughness of
aceommodations, the boldness and
license of the eorbovs, the daring
and insolence of catile thieves. and
cunning and dishonasty of the Indlaos,
and the uncouthness and vielousness
of the half-breeds. She had onded by
declaring eloguantly that Loulse would
| dle of Jonesomeness If, by Cod's good
providence, she escaped a worse {ate
al the hands of ope or aill of the many
avils she had enumerated Yos,
was very evident Aunnt Melen had not

(]

wanted her to gn. But Aunt Holen's
real reaszon had heen that she held
it so dizzily unconventiona! for lar
nlece to go fo that wild wod unholy
land alone, She did not Iy fens
for her nlece's personal foty,  and
Louise more than half suspocted the
truth, .

She had heard wrll the arguments
before. They had littde or no terrors
for her now. They were the argu

mants used by the people Lack in her
eastern home, those dear, deur peo-
ple, her people—how far away shae
wail—wheon they had schemed and
plotted so pathetleally to keep her
with thom, the second one to bhreak
away from the slow, safe. and calmn
traditions of her kin In the ploce
where genesation after gemeration of
her people had lived and died and
now lay walting the great judgment
sin the  peaceful couptry puryiug

it |

eraund

Ahe had liatened to them dutifally,
hnlf Lelinwing, swallowad Hard and
followedd  hor unele haor ther's

i yotingost brather, to the “Land of the
Daltutahs *

| NMow,_ thnt same dear nscle wan a
man of st and o itlon I the now
land, Ok Iagl Movetbher he hnd
Lson realented ta his third term on
the hes i ‘enlt with Fifee

| heart-gtirring ity In the day
of his prosperl nal  fopenat
ten the el fel whe
bad eried no theonaalably whon  he
wont nway L8 s Pl ola LER nl
ror 1o W N wite e T-ad “l 1n
laugh awo th pov o =tadies fnren
ten dday W | had wroanehod hiag
Leariairings froon thielr safe alildinge

place and por forth I riyest of o
pot of goid Do ratnbow's | -
.'I-' I‘lf'-' 1 | iy '], ] !
tion knew 1 1 i Wik ane
tora bod felled fnrosis aud Bullt haon

i hewn s aw ) ladl t e
T.ovthan Mir pettel repnctos ha ¥
r T n nl aita' of

shet

Thore ¢ eam tinr nge hog

‘,!.‘|I,T PRl [ T . ay A ™
prnTe . I -Mi liveil nver nendn

the dark dave of the flrat Miting It
might well he her uncie had azag
garated the dungors of lde In the new
land., It w; Feal fun to slock lla

redulous relnlive s He hLad sdrely

VI thivem pmn enoropous lales
nrine t 6 yenrs and more  Ha

Y In haartily to himnnif

t T’ : 1t

eplin Ut i

L1 {
t 1 ' ar . (1]
\ ' |: Y. ¢ Aoar ol
1 and teald tn b (Ve
| Al net hadl o
H 4 ) \ 1 trith 1o
her grandr i W t 20 1o
her father nnd m ye] o T
mambored e old epivit of fon ram
itk 1 r fawe "~ and wnile
his vivid ¢ o gl the calap
from hedr aei o d¢ own
her hen she rooosuined rm for
what they were wortl Thet irtte
ire A atranse malles of g BT
hlizzardy wad 1 1 ol

lar poe | 3 ] i
aver 4 iy inr | i Ut
were pranty  hard i farm
More than nll the | "
thing thar had led In el tey Lliruw
tracition to the f T ¥ieids of von
wag ralllipe her 3 £ L5 andl W 1
not be dionied
VL 1 3 ]

U | (]
i i ] it 4
h i n
1ot I} ¥ fed
) Keon Wi of i

judeing. The hid  Inn |
s0 much in th ' '
liies of sternr Yuzs Hatmimond
| BAAL s Amnan wl wonuld |lve np to
the tewet2 of his high cajling witkou
fear or favor, throuzh
report Yet through
of demeanor and the
tegrity, Louise insth Y
kindliness and loved him for it. The
loneliness fell gway from her and a
moasure of content had come In lts
place, until ithe ietter tind came from
the awe’s alteracy up o Keinal
county.
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| Louwis
again. Mindty I
brella, sutl A: nit
‘Howmeaich { kinsdly brilke
taan, with & T 0
|eama to nssist Lot vith her hag
Lige,
she bit ber Up in mortifieation to
think she had currivd ler leoliugs 8o
palpably on ber slevye Hut she nod-
Wl |Il'ial‘n§!’
“"Maybe It won't be so bad,' eym-
pathized the brakcman. His  rough
heart bad gome owt to the sllm, falr-

haired ereature with the vague trou-
| bla in her eyes,

“Thank you," sald Loufse, grate.
fully

There was o mament's bewilderment
on the atailon 2latform Tliere was
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ILlishy, pos-
ki tho Yarzes * huown on the
onrily 1t | ! fourteon  tlles
fnevons An roction. by ton or
taven In 1) (1 Is surrounded
by walls of gty o g helght of 30
font \ 111 I {he vhlepno & still ae.
e, (s et ns constet ondy of nshes
nnd dunt,  Tudesd o 1'1'r.." nf valesnie
il {tint! s DEuent
formaotion ir across the
ol erater  Ju these | nlams Aso-
sun pesomt s sinne of the craters of
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Kncmlcdg. Domonstrated,
®|Tould yon like to afttend a leetnre

on thoe Nue orte "
UNBST answered My
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nonke me foel my
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